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Abstract

This research discusses learning methods for Japanese polysemous words that leverage humans'
innate analogical reasoning ability (Langacker, 1987; Yamanashi, 2012; Imai, 2016). It examines an
analogical learning approach where learners infer the core meaning and more peripheral derived
meanings of words based on the semantic relationships between the central and derived meanings of
polysemous words. As a methodological approach, we selected the Japanese polysemous verb “kakeru”
and developed learning materials designed to activate this analogical ability through schematization
and instantiation. We tentatively argue for the effectiveness and necessity of a cognitive approach to
promote understanding of the semantic structure of polysemous words and present implications for

Japanese language education.
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